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spray is not recommended except when it is absolutely neces-
sary. When it must be resorted to, a good insecticide should
be used as soon as the scale insects begin to increase rapidly.
Some of the harm from increase of scale insects may be pre-
vented by spraying the bordeaux as much as possible only
on the fruit, and keeping the spray off of the larger limbs and
the inside of the tree where the friendly fungi may be left
alive."
Diplodia Rot of Oranges (Diplodia natalensis)
A form of fruit decay which occurs in Florida and South
Africa but has not so far been reported from California.
H. S. Fawcett gives the following description of it in Florida
Exp. Sta. Bull. 108, p. 46:
" In the early stage this rot shows as a patch about the stem
end similar to stem-end rot. The discoloration becomes
darker as the decay proceeds, and appears as dark wide bands
corresponding to the divisions between the segments. The
fruit becomes black as the decay advances and very light in
weight. The rot often advances quickly through to the
'blossom' end, and a patch of discoloration shows there
before all the peel is involved. The Diplodia rot often
starts also in thorn punctures or similar injuries. It is
usually accompanied by the exudation of a small amount of
thin gum, or a considerable amount of amber-colored sticky
juice. This amber-colored juice less frequently accompanies
the stem-end rot. Many of the characteristics of the two
rots are so similar that for practical purposes they may be
classed together. The citrus fruits are much more resistant
to Diplodia rot than to stem-end rot. Diplodia rot appears
to be less common on immature fruits on the tree, and the
fungus causing it is less parasitic. The same methods of
treatment given for stem-end rot hold good for the Diplodia
rot"